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Diplomatic Dialogue 
by Sunny Evans 
Flag of Israel 
Commander Amnon Shefi is an of-
ficer in the Navy (Hel Yam) of the Israel 
Defense Forces. He is one of four Is-
raeli military officers attending NPS, 
and he is working towards a Ph.D. in 
electrical engineering. Commander 
Shefi, his wife Pnina, daughter Shira 
(age 9), and son Tzach, also known 
as Jack, (age 8), arrived in Monterey 
in June of 1985. The Shefis previously 
lived in an eastern U.S. city for approx-
imately three years, so they are very 
well acquainted with the American way 
of life. They enjoy the relaxed atmos-
phere of California. 
Please describe your hometown In 
Israel and other points of Interest. 
Originally, I am from Haifa. Haifa, in 
many ways, is like Monterey except 
that it is larger. It is a northern port city 
and is located on Mount Carmel. It is 
by the seashore, much like Naples or 
Monterey. It is very well known to a lot 
of U.S. officers because a significant 
amount of the U.S. vacation stops of 
the Sixth Fleet are made there. Elec-
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tronics is a major industry in Haifa, and 
it employs a large number of people in 
this city of 400,000. It has been a labor-
type city, not too much like the other 
major cities. Tel Aviv is the largest city 
with a population close to a half million. 
It is a very commercial and cosmopoli-
tan city with much emphasis on inter-
national relations and culture. Then, of 
course, is Jerusalem, the Holy City for 
three religions of Israel, which is the 
capital and a constantly growing city. 
It has always been a tremendous tour-
ist attraction with an expanding indus-
trial element. Haifa is in the north; Tel 
Aviv is also on the shore line but in the 
middle of the country; and, Jerusalem 
is toward the southeast, inside the 
country. There is a resemblance be-
tween Israel and California along the 
shore line. Netanya, my wife's home-
town, is a small town and has primarily 
been a resort. The largest industry 
there is the diamond cutting industry. 
Israel's diamond cutting industry is sig-
nificant in world terms. 
What countries are the Immigrants 
to Israel predominantly coming 
from? 
Unfortunately, right now the influx of 
people into Israel is very slow. Histor-
ically, the flow was from Europe since 
the beginning of the century. Right 
around the creation of the country, the 
majority of the immigrants were com-
ing from eastern Europe because of 
the Holocaust. That's how my parents 
came, before the war. Right around 
1945, and from then on, a significant 
flow of Jews from the Arab states 
started as well. The flow of immigrants 
comes in surges. Also from that time 
was a continuous flow of Jews from 
North Africa. Then, there was another 
surge from Europe in the late 1950's. 
That's when my wife's family came 
from Poland. At that same time, a very 
slow flow of Jews started coming from 
Russia. After the 1967 war, there was 
a flow from the western countries, like 
the U.S., England and South Africa. 
Right now, it is a trickling-in situation 
from the different areas. 
Are a significant number of people 
leaving Israel, and for what reasons 
do they go? 
It is very significant to us by the very 
fact that it happens even though the 
numbers are not large, but you are talk-
ing about a couple tens of thousands 
of people a year. The number leaving 
has always been overwhelmed by the 
incoming flow which, in Hebrew, is 
called ALIA, and the meaning of it is 
elevating. The idea is that when you 
immigrate to Israel, you elevate to Is-
rael. Opposing that is YERIDA, which 
is descending and leaving. It is a very 
emotionally involved subject, sort of 
deserting the battle. The reason they 
do leave is because there is a battle. 
Life in Israel is very difficult in many 
respects. It is a pioneering life. It is 
very demanding because it is econom-
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ically very tight. It is demanding be· 
cause of the security situation. The un-
certainty from day to day and events 
taking place put a great burden on all 
areas of the economy and day-to-day 
life. Also, being an evolving country, 
with a long history and many traditions, 
the priorities are sometimes unclear. 
For instance, it is unresolved as to 
whether the country is a Jewish state 
or an Israeli state, rather, separating 
"church" from state. There are many 
issues like this which create different 
kinds of problems. 
Please describe a typical kibbutz 
and the role It plays In your national 
defense. 
It plays a larger part in our national 
life. I would not just limit it to security. 
My wife grew up in a kibbutz. Basically. 
it is a community from 200 to 2,000 
people. These are people who by 
choice live together and share what 
they have, and they live on a complete 
equality basis. The kibbutz functions 
as a body. An individual gives up a 
little bit of his freedom. There is uni-
formity. Practically speaking, the 
people live in Uttle houses in the kib-
butz. The kibbutz range from very 
wealthy, well-to-do, with extremely 
modern industry exporting to the world, 
to kibbutz which are nice but much 
more modest which are mostly young 
kibbutz in the Negev Desert or near 
the borders. They are a unique social 
experience and an integral part of Is-
raeli life. It has proven to be a most 
successful way of living. 
What, If anything, do you feel would 
happen If Israel withdrew from all 
territories It has occupied since 
1967? 
First of all, the most important thing 
to remember is that it is not a question 
of if but, practically, a question of what 
is going to happen now because we 
have withdrawn from the larger part of 
the territory. That has to be realized. 
The larger part of the territory was the 
Sinai Peninsula, and that we withdrew 
from. So, the process is underway al-
ready. What we are seeing is that yes, 
it disarms the hottest fuse that there 
is, but that in itself is not peace yet. 
The situation as it is now is not solvable 
by a single act. No act would just solve 
anything. The hope is that we have 
started the process, a process that 
should continue towards a common 
goal of peace. 
What role do women have in the 
military, and do they engage In com-
bat? 
Women are in practically all areas 
of the military. They work in support 
areas like engineering, maintenance, 
managerial and clerical. They are ba-
sically allowed to go into whatever area 
they choose. They are also in opera-
tional type work in terms of radar sta-
tions, watches, and shore-based CIC. 
So even though it is potentially feasi-
ble, practically speaking, women do 
not actually engage in fire. 
How has Israel's high Inflation rate 
affected the people? 
The inflation was running wild but 
has recently been controlled via some 
extreme measures taken by the gov-
ernment. People were not wiped out 
as one might imagine becuase there 
is a sort of indexing situation. Being a 
partially socialist country, there is a lot 
of protection for the working people, 
not built into the law but built into the 
working agreements and so forth. 
There is an index of living increase built 
into almost all working contracts. So, 
as the inflation was going up, the 
salaries were going up as well. It was 
affecting people. It affects your state 
of mind. If your money is losing its 
value in such a rapid fashion, you really 
<lon't want to have money on your 
hands. You stop saving it and start 
spending it. It had a very bad effect. 
We are experiencing a recession now, 
a very deep one out of which we hope 
to come with a new growth. 
Did NPS or any source provide you 
with Information about the school 
and area before you arrived? 
Israeli students who were here pro-
vided some information to us. NPS did 
not provide any information to us prior 
to arrival. Also, years ago, I was here 
and visited with an Israeli student and 
his family, so I had some idea of what 
to expect. Also, along this line, new-
comers really need the help of a spon-
sor when they first arrive. Sometimes 
there is a shortage of sponsors, and 
becoming settled here is much more 
difficult without the help of an American 
sponsor. In that respect, we were lucky 
and did have sponsors from day one. 
What observations about American 
life would you like to share? 
It is much more orderly than it is com-
pared to our way of life because of 
circumstances. The Americans do take 
advantage of it and they do plan. 
Things are more peaceful, more re-
laxed. The long weekend is a distinct 
difference. Americans work hard but 
they plan time for relaxation. The 
Americans are very open as compared 
to others, but the most outstanding 
thing about the United States is that 
the cherish for freedom is overwhelm-
ingly emphasized. No place else in the 
world is it treated this way. It is set up 
as such a high standard. In the United 
States, freedom is much more than just 
a right. It is a virtue. It is cherished. It 
is a light for the world. 
What about Israel would you like 
others to be more aware of? 
That Israel is a young, pioneering 
country facing tremendous challenges 
as a new and modern Jewish state. 
That it is most eager to live in peace 
with its neighbors as expressed in the 
various peace efforts which, in many 
ways, are unprecedented in the world. 
That Israel is a modern industrial coun-
try, although right now struggling for 
economic independent survival (with a 
big national debt and defense budget). 
It basically has a very vigorous 
economic system involving a modern 
industry in most of today's technolo-
gies, agriculture, tourism and com-
merce. That it Is a very democratic 
state where in spite of almost impossi-
ble situations, both in respect to Jewish 
life and dominant tradition, and the 
Arabs who live in and are citizens of 
Israel, it does manage to run a truly 
free democratic system which is one 
of the reasons for its strong ties and 
support by the U.S. that this uncom-
mon challenge of life in Israel is met 
by the dedication of most of its citizens 
to all that Israel stands for. 
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